Dear friends in Christ,
On this first Sunday in June we observe
Holy Trinity Sunday. In these uncertain
times, continue to hold up in prayer all
essential workers on the front lines
including funeral directors, all those
effected with COVID, those who lost loved ones, etc. In addition, please
continue to pray for justice, healing, safety, and true peace in our nation.
As you know, we continue to be in a time of transition with the lifting of
restrictions due to the pandemic. We will keep you posted as to any
developments related to worship at Holy Trinity. In the meantime, please
know that what we are doing as church is “essential” and that the gospel is
still being spread.
A couple notes about the service - The service follows below with links for
music, the sermon, and the sung Lord’s Prayer within the service. The
Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, Elizabeth Eaton, has provided the sermon for
this Holy Trinity Sunday. Given the struggles in our society, I chose to use
the Dismissal from the ELW’s Service of the Word for this week. May the
Holy Spirit fill you and your loved ones with patience, resilience , true
peace and wellness.
Pastor John

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
The Holy Trinity
June 7, 2020
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes
the apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus
sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have
experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always
through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and
sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness
to our faith.
GREETING
The grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you always. And also with you.
GATHERING SONG: Come Join in the Dance of the Trinity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQ55zGuti04

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and
we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us
in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy
and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
READINGS
Genesis 1:1- 2:4a

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the lifegiving Spirit form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is
good and then rests on the seventh day.
1In

the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept
over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was
light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.

6And

God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate
the waters from the waters.” 7So God made the dome and separated the waters that
were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God
called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place,
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the
waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was
good. 11Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and
fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was
so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees
of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And
there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
14And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from
the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let
them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was
so. 16God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser
light to rule the night—and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give
light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there
was morning, the fourth day.
20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds
fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21So God created the great sea
monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters
swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let
birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth
day.
24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25God made
the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything
that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness;
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creeps upon the earth.”
27So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth
and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29God said, “See, I have given
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to
every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has

the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31God saw
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.
2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the
seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day
from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it,
because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.
4aThese are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
Psalm 8
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Matthew 28:16-20

After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to
baptize and teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
16Now

the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them.
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came
and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
17When

SERMON: ELCA PRESIDING BISHOP ELIZABETH EATON
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCxlyckuam4&feature=youtu.be

NICENE CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared
world.

A brief silence.
God of community, you form us as your church. Guide our bishops, pastors, deacons,
and all the baptized in sharing your life-giving good news with all the world. Strengthen
us to be bold in our proclamation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of creation, you called everything into being. Sustain this world with your renewing
care. Inspire us to see waterways, plant life, birds, fish, insects, and mammals and call
them good. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of counsel, all authority belongs to you. Encourage the leaders of this and every
land to seek peace, equality, and unity. Instill wisdom in advocates who work toward
justice in often ignored communities (like Chief Seattle, whom we commemorate
today). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of care, you created us in your image. Help us see your likeness in one another.
Open our eyes to see and attend to all who face oppression and suffering. Console,
heal, and nourish all in need including those with COVID 19. Strengthen and grant
endurance to all medical workers, caregivers, and those on the parish prayer list
(especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of companionship, you accompany this body of faith. As the rhythms of summer
begin, protect all who travel, renew all who will enjoy a time of sabbath, and shelter all
who will not be protected from the sun’s heat. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of love, breathe your Spirit of understanding, compassion, and justice into all of
your people. Fill all your people including residents of neighborhoods and communities,
elected leaders, law enforcement personnel, and all others with understanding. Open us
to see Christ in those around us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of compassion, you comfort us in our grief with the promise of the resurrection.
We give you thanks for the saints of all time and in our lives (especially). Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER – MARIO LANZA (sung)
Mario Lanza (artist profile)
Mario Lanza was an American tenor of Italian descent and a native of South
Philadelphia, PA! Lanza began studying to be a professional singer at the age of 16
after being exposed to classical singing by his Italian parents. While his talent initially
led him to film and Hollywood, his engagement with the Metropolitan Opera was always
his first passion. His voice was both thrilling and resonate, even once referred to as the
"voice of the century."
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4a3ZzPDvWDE

Lord, remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
https://youtu.be/QgePJFvj1_M
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG: Holy Holy Holy
The majestic tune we sing today was composed by John B. Dykes in 1861. Dykes was a
musician having innate talent as he was a church organist by the age of 10, and is said
to have penned the tune in a mere 10 minutes! He eventually went on to co-found and
preside over Cambridge University’s Musical Society.
“Holy, Holy, Holy” was written to celebrate the Triune God, “God in three persons,
blessed Trinity” on Trinity Sunday. The symbolism of three is used repeatedly. God is,

“holy, merciful and mighty,” He is “perfect in power, in love and purity.” He is
worshiped by saints, cherubim and seraphim” and is praised in “earth, and sky and
sea.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vrg7jQ5Ic8c

DISMISSAL
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to
that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support
the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
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