
  

 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

A relaxing and enjoyable Memorial Day 

Weekend, despite our restrictions, to 

everyone. The service for the Seventh 

Sunday of Easter follows below. There are 

links for music and the sermon within the 

service. God’s Spirit of grace, peace and 

wellness be with you and your loved ones. 

Pastor John    

  



Holy Trinity Lutheran Church                    

The Seventh Sunday of Easter  

May 24, 2020 
In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the 

upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s 

gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, 

social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made 

one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God 

intends for the whole human family. 

 

GREETING   

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!   

The grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you always. And also with you. 

GATHERING SONG:  The Old Rugged Cross  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avjXaEFKd5E 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. 
Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be 
drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

READINGS 

Acts1:6-14 

Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of 
the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with 
his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will 
receive the power of the Holy Spirit. 

6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said 
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avjXaEFKd5E


in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
  12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went 
to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of 
Jesus, as well as his brothers.  John 17:1-11 
 
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
 
I Peter 4:12-14, 32-35  
 
John 17:1-11 
 
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those 
who continue his work in this world will live in unity. 

1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and 
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 
you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom 
you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the 
work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with 
the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
  6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know 
that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I 
have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 
you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 
are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one.”   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON: The Ascension and Footprints 
 

https://youtu.be/Xa3hziNtwWg  

   Here is the link to the picture of the Ascension which I referred to in the sermon. 

There are many other thought-provoking paintings which can help in thinking and 

reflecting on the significance of the Ascension.        

https://images.app.goo.gl/ZxiJPpNBwHYtjvjY6  
 
 
HYMN: How Great Thou Art  
 
"How Great Thou Art" was written by Carl Boberg (1859-1940), a Swedish pastor, poet, 
editor, member of the Swedish parliament, and the leading evangelist of his day.  He 
composed the lyrics after having been caught in a thundering deluge, returning home 
and opening his window by the sea, then hearing church bells and birds singing in the 
distance.   
 
Today, millions across the world sing this hymn, giving God praise, glory and honor.  It 
is consistently listed as one of the best-loved hymns written, falling only behind 
"Amazing Grace!" 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cc0QVWzCv9k 

 
NICENE CREED  

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.   
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

https://youtu.be/Xa3hziNtwWg
https://images.app.goo.gl/ZxiJPpNBwHYtjvjY6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cc0QVWzCv9k


catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come.  Amen.  
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in 
all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

O God, call your people to be one, as you are one. Unite your church in the truth of 
your gospel, the love of our neighbor, and the call to proclaim your reign to all people. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Breathe life into your creation. Guide your people as we explore the mysteries of the 
universe. We pray for the work of scientists and mathematicians whose skill enriches 
our understanding (like Nicholas Copernicus and Leonard Euler, whom the church 
commemorates today). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Make your justice known among the nations of the earth. Protect the vulnerable 
(especially in nations currently in crisis). Redirect those who use violence and greed as 
weapons. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Come to the aid of your children. We pray for those engulfed in grief, those without 
supportive families, and for all who are isolated, powerless, or afraid, that all may rest 
their anxieties in your care. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Send your healing presence to all who are ill or injured including all hospitalized, all with 
COVID 19, all who care for them, and all on our parish prayer list. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.     
 
Give courage to all who embark on new ventures. We especially remember this day 
those who risked their lives to serve in our armed forces. Grant safety to those serving 
at home or abroad, and assure them of your never-failing strength. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Raise all your saints to eternal life. Until that day, we give you thanks for the faithful 
examples of those who have listened to your voice and now rest in you. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into 
your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray:   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  

https://youtu.be/QgePJFvj1_M  

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.  

 

SENDING SONG: Mansions of the Lord 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jccNoxn1HoU 

 

DISMISSAL 

Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Thanks be 
to God. Alleluia! 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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https://youtu.be/QgePJFvj1_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jccNoxn1HoU


We are praying for the following: 

Dawne          Bev                 John C.    
 
Jean             John               Judi    
 
Robert          Mary Ellen      Toby 
 
Candy           Dick               Leo  
 
John Jr.         Bobby           Ron  
   
Dennis           Kathy E.        Alex    
 
Tim                Pat               family of Lois     
 
Phyllis            Carol            Zion Lutheran Church, Barnegat Light    
 
Michelle          Bob                
 
Cody              Irene               
 
Ann                Emit               
 
Lynn              Alice                        
 
Dot                Sandy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


