
 

 
  

 

Worship with Communion: 
9:30 am and Sunday School 9:45 
Coffee hour and Bible Study 10:45 
am………… 
ASH WEDNESDAY Service, March 
1st , 7 pm 

 

 

 
 

Sunday, February 26th immediately following the Service: A Parish Potluck to bid 
farewell and say THANKS to Pastor Jeff, our wonderful Interim Pastor. Come one, come 
all.  

 
CORE VALUES: 
As members of the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church we strive to follow Jesus, as the Spirit and the Word 

transforms us and touches every facet of our life.  Therefore, we are: 

Intentional-Everything we do is purposely dedicated to sharing the good news of the Gospel. 

Committed to Growing in Christ-Faith, for us, is a lifelong learning process.  We endeavor to deepen 

our relationship to Christ as we work to be his disciples in this time and place. 

Participatory-The work of the church is everyone’s task and everyone is called to be involved in our 

ministry. 

Joyful-Our worship draws on the liturgical and musical traditions of the Lutheran Church and expresses 

the joy of our faith. 

Personal-We support and pray for one another and respond to individual needs as they arise. 

Committed to Serving Older Adults-We particularly value and support people in the latter stages of life 

and strive to give older adults an opportunity to use their time and talents to serve those less fortunate. 
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Message from your Pastor:  

We naturally love underdogs.  And the story of David and Goliath in the 17th chapter of 1 Samuel is 

perhaps the most famous underdog story ever recorded.  Anyone who faces difficult odds, whether as 

an individual or part of a team, can identify with the shepherd who is soon to become king, as he 

squares off against the giant Philistine. It’s always been one of my favorite Bible stories. 

In his fascinating book, David and Goliath: Underdogs, Misfits, and the Art of Battling Giants, bestselling 

author Malcolm Gladwell challenges the whole idea that underdogs are unlikely to succeed.  Rather, he 

writes about the positive side of apparent disadvantages – and the downside of apparent advantages. 

Or, as Gladwell puts it: “We have a definition in our heads of what an advantage is – and the definition 

isn’t right. And what happens as a result? It means that we make mistakes. It means that we misread 

battles between underdogs and giants. It means that we underestimate how much freedom there can 

be in what looks like a disadvantage.” 

The book begins with the suggestion that most of us have been misreading the David and Goliath story. 

David wasn’t an underdog at all.  An expert with a sling would naturally have the upper hand in a one-

on-one battle against a lumbering, blurry-eyed combatant with an exposed forehead.  And then 

Gladwell cites example after example of individuals who have overcome everything from dyslexia in the 

classroom to lack of skill (and height) on the basketball court.   

Actually, I think Malcolm Gladwell is on to something.  And the message he derives from all of this is 

simple enough.  Giants are sometimes not as terrifying as they seem, and sometimes shepherds have a 

sling in their pocket and are good at using it.  The very thing that everyone presumes to be a 

disadvantage can be turned into an advantage.  

It seems to me that the start of a new year would be a good time to reflect on this timeless message.  

After all, we have just celebrated the birth of a Savior who chose to come into this world in the form of a 

defenseless, vulnerable child, born of peasant parents, and who identified with the poor and the 

powerless – at least those who everyone regarded as powerless – throughout his life. 

Let’s make it our aim, in 2017, to welcome and support all of those whom the rest of the world sees as 

underdogs and misfits.  Let’s make it our aim to make Holy Trinity known as a community unfazed by 

giants, where all of God’s children – particularly those who feel that the odds are stacked against them – 

can find a home. 

Happy New Year, my friends….      

 

 

Pastor Jeff Van Orden 

    



 

 
  
A short glimpse of our Annual meeting: 
  

On January 29th, we held our annual congregational meeting. Our time 
with Pastor Van Orden is coming to an end on February 28th, 2017 as he has 
been called back to the Moravian Synod. Boy that year went quickly. At our 
Council’s next regular meeting, they will be setting up our call committee as 
the next step in the Call Process for a Pastor. As part of the ongoing 
process, we have established what our Core Values as a congregation are 
(previously called Mission statement). There is still ongoing discussion 
between Synod and Council as we progress through the process. Our Council 
will keep us updated as we continue in this process. If you have questions 
during this ongoing transitional period, PLEASE reach out to one of your 
Council members. 

Also in this transitional process we will start looking for a church 
secretary, in order to make this transition more smoother, to help keep the 
Pastor from doing clerical work and bulletins, so he/she can focus on more 
important aspects of their call,  and to help achieve a sense of continuity 
between the Pastor, Council, and the lay members. 

The annual budget was approved with minor edits/corrections. We are 
going to have a day/weekend for cleanup at the Parsonage, inside and out, as 
well as painting and cleaning or replacing the carpets. Please keep an ear 
open for when we call for all hands on deck to help.  

The Christian Education program is small but still here. We have 5 
young girls in the younger class and a few in the older class, and we will 
have one new confirmand in the late spring.  

Randy and Dawne Thumhart will be traveling to Synod Assembly in 
Princeton this May. Randy in, his position on Synod Council, and Dawne, as a 
voting member of the congregation. If another person from the congregation 
wishes to attend as a voting member representing our congregation, reach out 
to Randy or contact another Council member as we still have one other slot 
available. The cost is 100.00 per person. 

The Communication Committee was busy this year with a new website, the 
Tidings, the Church sign for community church announcements, and our Facebook 
site. The Facebook site reaches approximately 75 people per post on average. 
Please keep an eye out on our website and FB page for updates and changes. 

Speaking of changes, this coming summer we will stay at one service at 
9:30, instead of splitting to two services for the summer months. When we 
reach again approximately 75-80 percent capacity, we will then go back to two 
services. Until that time we will continue to grow and strengthen our church 
and our church family relationships. We will be having the church picnic 
again this year on the back lawn with some umbrella covered areas. Keep an 
eye out for the date and signup sheet. Hopefully this year the seagulls and 
the wind stay away. 

We are looking forward to more outreach activities and fundraisers as 
the church year progresses. We are also looking for people to serve on our 
audit committee and Mutual Ministries committee. If you feel you meet the 
criteria for the committee, reach out to Randy or another Council member. 

The new Council for 2017 year consist of Randy Thumhart as Council 
President, Jack Dessel as Vice President, Joan Gilman as Council Secretary, 
Joan Bower, Kathy Minto, Kris Grala, Kathy Liefeste, and Lynn Hutcheson. Much 
luck and prayers to our Council as they strive to serve our congregational 
and the church at large. Bob Liefeste continues in his appointment as 
Treasurer. 

 
 
 



 

 
  

 Prayer Ministry 

Our prayer ministry is growing in leaps and bounds.  We have a loyal group who pray daily for those on 

the prayer list.  If you are interested in this ministry, you can help in one or two different ways. 

1. Join the prayer chain by contacting me, Kathy Leifeste, by phone 732 642-9408 or email: 

kataocn@gmail.com and provide me with your email address or phone number (if you don’t have 

email) if you would like to be a prayer partner. 

2. Let me know if you would like someone to be added to our prayer list. 

Prayer cards can also be found in the pews if you would like to fill one out during the service and place it 

in the offering plate. 

The list is updated weekly and published in the bulletin.   Names will be removed after one month unless 

you let me know otherwise. 

Prayerfully consider being a part of this important ministry. 

Kathy Leifeste 

 

 

 

A Message from Mike and Janet Nelson- 

Janet wrote:  “Hi!  We miss everyone.  We are still busy house hunting. We have been driving all 

over the place and have been to places we have never been to before – and have seen more of places 

we are familiar with. I tell Mike that with all the driving we have done, we would’ve covered the 

whole state of NJ a couple of times over – but we have only stayed in south central Wisconsin.  Very 

sad that the Packers didn’t win!  Always next year.” ….. 

========================================================================== 

 

WELCA News:   February 13th is the next scheduled meeting. We start at 11 am in All Saints Hall and all 
women of Holy Trinity are invited. Pizza will be served (or bring your own lunch).  Our Discussion will be 
God’s Love.  Dessert and drinks provided. 

mailto:kataocn@gmail.com


 

 
  

World Day of Prayer 

 

 

Holy Trinity will be hosting this year’s World Day of Prayer event on Friday, March 3
rd

 at 1PM.  Each 

year community churches gather together across the world to pray together.  We have been participating 

in this event for many years in conjunction with 8 or 9 other congregations in the area.  This year’s 

country of focus is the Philippines and the theme is “Am I treating you fairly?”  The service looks at 

women of the Philippines and their search for economic justice.  The Gospel lesson is the laborers in the 

vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16).   

We invite you to join us this year, both men and women.  Let’s have a strong Holy Trinity presence!   

For more information contact Kathy Leifeste (732) 642-9408 or Edie Kluge (609) 492-2874 

 

 

 

Music and Worship 

Thanks to all for your assistance in decorating the sanctuary during the holidays.  The tree, nativity, and 

other decorations, including the poinsettias, were beautiful and served to enhance our worship.  A very 

special thank you to the brave few who came out in the snow and undecorated the church on Saturday, 

January 7
th

!   

It is hard to believe that we will be gearing up for Lent in a few weeks.  We are planning to hold 

Wednesday night soup supper/Bible meditations throughout Lent entitled “Walking the way of the cross 

with Paul”.  Keep posted.   More to come! 



 

 
  

Many hands make light work……..If you can help fill a slot in  the everyday 
workings of the Church Life; ushers, readers, coffee hour, office help, 
etc….., see the sign-up sheets in the back of the church on the BELLS table. 
…..Together we can grow in Faith and Hope

 

  

 

 The preschool- 1st grade Sunday school class meets 
upstairs in the old nursery every other week. We currently have 5 girls who 
thoroughly enjoy each other’s presence and are learning new things. You can 
see some of the examples of our class work on the bulletin board in the 
hallway near the office.  

The older children meet each week with Kris Grala. 

If you would like your child to attend any of the Sunday School classes, 
please reach out to Kris Grala, Dawne Thumhart or call the church office. If 
you would like to help out with teaching also reach out and let us know. 

 

A Note from the Chaffee’s= Steven Chaffee has begun working as Youth 
Associate of Greenbank Parish Church, a Church of Scotland, in Edinburgh 
Scotland. He will be working with children and youth for the next three 
years………PRAISE>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 



 

 
  
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

January: Randy Thumhart, Deb Hirsekorn, Kris and Richard Grala, Ruth and Dick Mumma, Blanche 

Auger. 

February:  Judy Heuberger, Roseanne and Ronald Joyce, Dawne and Randy Thumhart, Dorothy Dittler, 

Jim Hutcheson, Lars Brink, Ruth Mumma, Dorothy Mulholland. 

March: Dennis Brink, Sr., Megan Lewis, Jackie Nisula, Jack Dessel, Caitlin Lewis, Chuck Wilson. 

 

 

   

Food Pantry:  On the third Sunday of each month we invite everyone to bring in 

canned goods and/or non-perishable foods for the benefit of the local Food Pantry. In 

February, please bring cans of soup (wrapped with dollar bills). 

  

 

 

If you have an event, something wondrous to share milestone, 
etc. and wish to share it with the congregation at large 
please let Dawne or Randy know. Leave a note in the office or 
email one of us so we can SHARE YOUR WONDERFUL NEWS……………We 
would love to hear your news. If there is someone you would 
like kept in prayer, let us know…Just a reminder, of all the 
various sign-up sheets located in the narthex and on the Bells 
table. Pitch in and share your time and talents wherever and 
whenever you can. We are continuing to grow stronger and 
continue to see more and more faces. We wish to welcome all to 
worship with us, old and new faces alike………Our Emails are 
dmthumhart@netscape.net and rpthumhart@yahoo.com.  
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